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HOW JESUS TRIED TO MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICES 
 

 Matchless. Incomparable. Unparalleled. Simply 

the best ever. All of those descriptions could be 

applied accurately to what we commonly call “The 

Sermon on the Mount,” that marvelous teaching of the 

Christ which is found in Matthew chapters 5-7. What 

amazing instructions it provides for those who long to 

please the Lord God.  

 Modern-day humanistic psychologists and 

therapists have their own “take” on how to persuade 

people to do certain things. Long before our present 

era, Jesus showed that He was the Master in the matter 

of speaking to the heart of humans to persuade them 

to make appropriate decisions. In that beloved 

“Sermon on the Mount,” we see a variety of ways that 

Jesus used to appeal to people’s sense of doing what is 

right. How did Jesus try to motivate those who heard 

Him teach? 

 Jesus used the concept of “reward” to get to 

people’s heart. As He spoke about those who would 

suffer for righteousness’ sake, His message was, 

“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 

reward in heaven . . .” (Matthew 5:12). He again 

mentioned “reward from your Father in heaven” 

(Matthew 6:1). As we shall see, the notion of 

receiving a personal reward from God is not the only 

approach that our Lord used as He reached out to 

people, but, it would be false to conclude that longing 

for a God-given reward is self-centered and sinful. 

Jesus endorsed using reward as motivation. 

 Jesus also appealed to people’s desire to avoid 

going to hell. He told His audience that it was better 

to cut off or cast out a body part if it causes one to sin. 

Why? Because, in Jesus’ words, “. . . it is more 

profitable for you that one of your members perish, 

than for your whole body to be cast into hell” 

(Matthew 5:29,30). The message was clear: if you 

want to stay out of hell, then learn to practice self-

control.  

 A third approach of the Christ was to call on 

people to show proper love. Jesus said that men ought 

to love their enemies and show love to people who did 

not return such love to them (Matthew 5:44,46). 

Humans may not always have a proper concept of 

what true love is, but having a sense of love is 

common to all people. Jesus appealed to the high 

standard of love to motivate people.  

 As Jesus spoke about love, He made people know 

that they could (and should) be like God. He appealed 

to them to “be sons of your Father in heaven” and, 

“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 

heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:45,48). The suggestion 

was not that Jesus’ disciples could become God, but 

rather they could imitate Him. That is an effective 

approach when people highly respect God’s flawless 

nature. 

 Humans naturally despise the hypocrisy which 

they see in people. When the Master taught about 

giving alms, prayer, and fasting, part of His message 

basically was, “You do not want to be like the 

hypocrites, do you?” Jesus said not to give alms “as 

the hypocrites do,” do not pray “like the hypocrites,” 

and “do not be like the hypocrites” when you fast 

(Matthew 6:2,5,16). It was an appeal to avoid putting 

one’s self into a disrespected category of conduct.  

 In addition, the Christ also used what we might 

call a “bottom-line” appeal. There are only two 

options available – life and destruction, and Jesus calls 

on us to choose between those two. We have the 

freedom to make our own choice, but whatever that 

choice is, it will have eternal consequences. Jesus said 

that many travel the way which leads to destruction, 

while few are on the way that leads to life. His 

exhortation for all people is, “Enter by the narrow 

gate” (Matthew 7:13).  

 None of us wants to think of him/herself as a 

dummy or unwise in our life dealings. Our Lord said 

that if one hears His sayings and does them, then he is 

like a wise man who builds his house on the rock. On 

the other hand, if one hears Jesus’ sayings but does 

not do them, he is like a foolish man (Matthew 7:24-

27). In these words, Jesus appealed to people with the 

thought, “You do want to be wise, don’t you?”  

 These are seven ways that Jesus used in trying to 

motivate people to make the right choices: reward, 

hell, love, being like God, not being a hypocrite, the 

bottom line, and being wise. Let us learn to imitate 

Jesus and apply His methods as we reach out to others.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 15 
 

 The message of this chapter includes instructions 

for the Israelites concerning cancelling debts every 

seven years, taking care of the poor among them, 

releasing servants, and firstborn animals.   
 God’s renewed promise to bless Israel – “For the 

LORD your God will bless you just as He promised 

you” (15:6). Because Jehovah is “a God of truth” 

(32:4), His message is always trustworthy. In this 

instance, His promise to bless them once again was 

conditional upon their obedience to Him (15:5). 

 The Lord called on His people to be generous in 

their dealings with the poor among them – It may 

surprise some Bible students to hear this portion of 

God’s message to Israel: “For the poor will never 

cease from the land” (15:11). That sounds similar to 

Jesus’ statement that there always would be poor 

people to whom His disciples can do good (Mark 

14:7). God’s clear command for Israel was, “. . . you 

shall not harden your heart nor shut your hand from 

your poor brother” (15:7). Hear this reminder: 

“Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will 

also cry himself and not be heard” (Proverbs 18:13). 

When the Jews assisted the poor, they were to do so 

without grief in their heart (15:10). That is, they were 
to help willingly and not grudgingly (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

 “The LORD’s release” (15:2) and freedom for 

servants (15:12-18) – God called for the release of debts 

every seven years (15:1,2). He also called for the release 

of those Israelites who had been a servant to another 

Israelite for six years (15:12). When the bondservant 

was sent out, God wanted the master to share of his own 

possessions with him: “. . . you shall not let him go 

away empty-handed” (15:13). How much should they 

supply the out-going servant? “You shall supply him 

liberally . . . From what the LORD has blessed you 

with, you shall give to him” (15:14). God wanted His 

people to develop a sharing disposition, realizing that 

they had been blessed by the Lord and it was proper 

for them to share their God-given blessings with 

others. Christians also are taught to give with 

liberality (Romans 12:8). 

 Firstborn male animals (15:19-21) – Each of the 

firstborn from the flock or herd was to be devoted/ 

sanctified to the Lord (15:19). Such animals were to 

be sacrificed to God, and a portion of it was to be eaten 

by the givers (15:19,20). Two quick observations: (1) 

Giving this animal to Jehovah was above and beyond 

the normal tithe (ten per cent) and (2) the Lord would 

not accept animals with any type of defect. When it 

came to Israel’s sacrifices and worship in general, 

God wanted only their best (cf. Malachi 1:6-8,14). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 16 
 

 This chapter centers on three major, God-ordained 

feasts. Three times each year the male Israelites were 

to appear before the Lord in the place which He would 

designate (16:16). Those three feasts are identified as:  

  Passover/Unleavened bread (16:1-8,16), kept as 

a reminder that God had spared Israel’s firstborn in 

Egypt and delivered them out of Egyptian slavery. 

  Feast of weeks (16:9-12), also called “Feast of 

Harvest” (Exodus 23:16) and “Pentecost” (Acts 2:1). 

Firstfruits of the harvest were offered to the Lord fifty 

days after the Sabbath of the Passover (Leviticus 

23:15,16). 

  Feast of Tabernacles (16:13-15), also called 

“Feast of Ingathering” (Exodus 23:16), kept as a 

memorial to the fact that in the wilderness Israel dwelt 

in tents, but the Lord provided for them. 

 Those special celebrations were a time of sacrifice 

for the Israelites: “. . . and they shall not appear 

before the LORD empty-handed. Every man shall give 

as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD . 

. .” (Deuteronomy 16:16,17). 

 Those feasts required a journey on the part of the 

men of Israel, as they were charged to assemble “in 

the place which the LORD chooses . . .” 

(Deuteronomy 16:15).  

 Attending those annual feasts also called for a 

change in regular routines. They were not everyday 
occasions – each was “a sacred feast to the LORD your 

God” (Deuteronomy 16:15), called “holy convocations” 

(Leviticus 23:2,4). There was a specialness to them. 

 What about the mental outlook of the Israelite men 

who traveled to observe these God-appointed times of 

worship? They were a time to rejoice: “You shall 

rejoice before the LORD your God . . . at the place 

where the LORD your God chooses . . . you shall 

rejoice in your feast . . .” (Deuteronomy 16:11,14).  

 What a privilege it is to bow before the Creator of 

the universe and offer our praise to Him! Just like the 

Jews of old, we need to rejoice as we approach our 

Father in worship. We step away from the cares and 

corruption of the world and we come to honor Him 

Who is the First and the Last. The Psalmist rejoiced in 

the privilege he had to worship, saying, “I was glad 

when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the 

LORD’” (Psalm 122:1). We should emulate such joy! 

 Guidelines for the judgment and conduct of judges 

and officers in Israel (16:18-20) – These people were 

to judge Israel “with just judgment” (16:18). In the 

process, they were not allowed to pervert justice, 

show partiality, or accept bribes, because bribes blind 

people’s eyes and twist righteous folks’ words (16:19).  

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



STRUGGLING WITH SIN

 When war is raging, people face some struggles. 

That is true in carnal warfare, but it is true in the 

spiritual realm as well. God instructs His children to 

“abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the 

soul” (1 Peter 2:11). Dealing with temptation day in 

and day out can really wear on a person’s mind.  

 As Christians, we want to live for God’s glory. 

We recognize that sin is the only thing that can cause 

us to be alienated from our Lord and keep us out of 

heaven. There may be times when we feel like our 

struggle to overcome sin is overwhelming. On 

occasion perhaps we feel like we are fighting a losing 

battle. Does that sound familiar? 

 Is it possible for a child of God to live a sinless 

life? Here is the reality for Christians: “If we say that 

we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us” (1 John 1:8). There are no sinless disciples. 

All of us have to face the sin struggle. 

 Is it possible for sin to reign in a person’s life? 

The Bible says, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your 

mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts” 

(Romans 6:12). Yes, it is possible for a person to be a 

slave of sin (Romans 6:16), but that is not God’s will 

for our lives. He wants us to be free, godly servants.  

 Is sin really that appealing? Satan dangles the bait, 

so to speak, “But each one is tempted when he is 

drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, 

when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin . . .” 

(James 1:14,15). The “pleasures of sin” may be 

temporary (Hebrews 11:25), but such pleasures are 

what gives sin its “pull.” And that pull is real.  

 Is it possible to lay aside sin? “Therefore . . . let us 

lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 

ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 

that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). It is an 

incredible challenge, but it is possible to do.  

 Do I feel like I am committing the same sin(s) 

over and over? If so, I may wonder, “What is wrong 

with me? Why do I keep repeating the same 

mistakes?” In about one hour’s time, Peter repeated 

the same mistake (denying Jesus three times). How do 

you suppose that made him feel? Well, he “went out 

and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:59-62). A repeated sin 

does not mean that one is an awful person. It may be 

that that is the point of weakness for which he needs 

to make a special effort. Remember: “Resist the devil 

and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). Also, do not 

forget that our Father is a God of multiple chances. In 

His mercy, He is ready to forgive us each time that we 

turn from and confess our sins to Him (1 John 1:9). 

Let us take on the sin challenge one day at a time. 

 If I am struggling with sin, am I seeking help in  

the proper place? Some might consider turning to 

hypnosis, a psychiatrist, or drugs. Others may seek out 

some religious leader. A child of God understands his 

true source of strength: “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).  

 Will prayer help me when I struggle with sin? We 

know that if we draw near to God, He will draw near 

to us (James 4:8). Because we have Jesus as our great 

High Priest, “Let us therefore come boldly to the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). Yes, 

there is a prayer-help connection. As we hang our 

heads at the weakness of our flesh, recall what Jesus 

told His apostles: “Watch and pray, lest you enter into 

temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak” (Matthew 26:41). 

 Will studying God’s word help me as I struggle 

with sin? It certainly has the potential to do so. The 

Psalmist said to Jehovah, “Your word I have hidden in 

my heart, that I might not sin against You” (Psalm 

119:11). The Bible instructs us about how the Lord 

wants us to live. It sets forth the consequences of 

overcoming sin, just as it shows the consequences of 

failing to do so. It shows us that others have struggled 

with sin and prevailed. It reminds us of God’s remedy 

for sin and our access to that remedy. Yes, studying 

the Scriptures can help us, but in the end, we are going 

to have to be the ones to step up and deal with the 

temptations that come our way. We have to be the 

ones who take personal responsibility for our actions 

and say, “I have restrained my feet from every evil 

way, that I may keep your word” (Psalm 119:101).   

 If I am struggling with sin, are my surroundings 

having a rotten influence on me? You and I are the 

ones who make the choice whether or not we will give 

in to temptation, but is it possible that the people with 

whom I spend a lot of time or my job environment are 

a factor in why I find it so hard to overcome 

temptation? Be honest. “Evil company corrupts good 

habits” (1 Corinthians 15:33), and constantly being in 

an environment of darkness can weaken the resolve of 

any person. Would a change of surroundings or close 

associations help me? It is something to think about. 

 Am I ready to forgive myself? God’s promise is 

that He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 

John 1:9). When He forgives us, we need to put our 

sin in the past and leave it there. That is exactly what 

He does. When He blots out our sin, He no longer 

holds it against us (Hebrews 8:12). Beating ourselves 

up over past, forgiven mistakes is not healthy. Let us 

learn to take life and its challenges one day at a time.    

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Acts 5:1-11 – The Dishonesty and Death of Ananias and Sapphira

 In Acts 4, we read for the first time about 

persecution against the early disciples. That challenge 

to the Lord’s Cause came from without. The first 

segment of Acts 5 paints a different picture. It shows 

the church facing an internal challenge, a mess caused 

by two of its own members, the husband and wife duo 

of Ananias and Sapphira. Let us consider some 

lessons from this memorable historical account.  

 On the human side, it is pretty clear that not 

everything was smooth sailing in the early church. In 

contrast to the beautiful unity and sincere generosity 

which we see at the close of chapter four (4:32-37), 

Acts 5 begins with the word “But.” Here we will see a 

different mindset and course of action. Just as the 

Bible records the appealing and pleasant stuff, it also 

reveals instances in which children of God acted in a 

deplorable manner.  

 Ananias and Sapphira had a possession, and that 

possession was land (5:1,3,8). There was nothing 

wrong with having material possessions. 

  Ananias and Sapphira sold a possession (5:1). 

There was nothing sinful about that, either. Other 

disciples had done the same thing (4:34). Jesus once 

commanded a man to sell his things (Mark 10:21). 

 Before they sold that land, it was theirs (5:4). How 

they obtained the land, the Bible does not say. But, it 

was theirs. We understand that, “The earth is the 

LORD’s, and all its fullness” (Psalm 24:1), so all 

which we possess came from the Lord and belongs to 

Him; we are mere stewards of those things. Yet, at the 

same time, the Bible employs language that shows 

that it is correct to refer to material, earthly 

possessions as belonging to a person. Andrew and 

Simon left “their” nets (Mark 1:18), and Jesus told a 

paralytic to take up “your” bed” (Mark 2:11). 

 After Sapphira and Ananias sold their land and 

collected the money from that sale, the money was 

still under their control. Peter’s question to him shows 

that to be the case: “And after it was sold, was it not in 

your own control?” (Acts 5:4).  

 After the couple received the proceeds from 

selling the land, they “brought a certain part” and laid 

it at the apostles’ feet (5:2), at the same time keeping 

back a portion of the of the land’s price for themselves 

(5:3). Just as it was not wrong to possess land or sell 

land, neither was it sinful not to give to the Lord (via 

His apostles) one hundred per cent of the money 

which came from selling their possessions. If they had 

decided to give all the proceeds from that sale to the 

Lord’s work, that would have been acceptable. But, be 

clear about this. It also was acceptable to retain for 

themselves some of the money from the land sale.  

  Where did Ananias and Sapphira go wrong? They 

lied (Acts 5:3,4). Just what that lie was is seen from 

Peter’s question to Sapphira: “Tell me whether you 

sold the land for so much?” She said, “Yes, for so 

much” (5:8). Here is the crux of the matter: those two 

deceitful disciples wanted the brethren to think that 

they had given one hundred per cent of the money 

they received from selling their land. In fact, they had 

not done so. Sapphira, did the two of you sell the land 

for X amount, then turn around and give that X 

amount to the church? Her answer was, “Yes, for so 

much.” Now, that was a lie, and the two of them were 

co-conspirators: “you have agreed together” (5:9). 

 Deceit is one of the evil things that comes out of 

the heart and defiles a person. That is what the Master 

said (Mark 7:20-23). Sure, Ananias and Sapphira 

spoke untrue words with their tongue, but it was a 

heart issue. Peter asked him, “Ananias, why has Satan 

filled your heart to lie . . .?” (Acts 5:3). Ananias failed 

to resist the devil properly. Ananias sinned after he 

was “drawn away by his own desires and enticed” 

(James 1:14). Ananias and Sapphira were responsible 

for their own conduct. This was “on” them, not Satan. 

 Sapphira and Ananias did not pass away because 

they were old and their bodies wore out. No, the Lord 

took their lives, and He did so then because of their 

sin (lying to God). What if those two could have been 

successful in fooling Peter and the other apostles? 

Would that not have compromised the position and 

authority of the apostles? And if those two could “get 

away with” lying, perhaps others would see their 

“success” and follow that same course of action. In 

His infinite wisdom, the Lord took the action that was 

merited by the situation. 

 Word spread about the demise of Ananias and 

Sapphira. Members of the church and non-saints alike 

heard the news, and their reaction was unmistakable: 

“So great fear came upon all the church and upon all 

who heard these things” (Acts 5:11). Did God’s 

discipline get people’s attention? Did it ever! 

 Sometimes people seem to feed off of one 

another’s evil scheming. At other times, they may “fly 

solo” and come up with a wicked plan on their own. 

Whatever it was that motivated Ananias and Sapphira 

to practice deceit, it was not worth it. They learned 

that too late. May we all learn from their foolishness.  
 -- Roger D. Campbell 
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